THE SCARLET
LETTER

Editor's Note

The theme of The Scarlet Letter first appeared as a de-
tail in one of Hawthorne's New England legends,
"Endicott and the Red Cross/' published in 1837.
There, in describing the colonists who watched a mus-
ter of Ehdicott's trainband, he mentioned "likewise a
young woman, with no mean share of beauty, whose
doom it was to wear the letter A on the breast of her
gown, in the eyes of all the world and her own chil-
dren," Seven years later the detail reappeared in one
of his notebooks, this time as the plot of a new story he
planned to write: "The life of a woman, who, by the
old colony law, was condemned always to wear the
letter A, sewed on her garment, in token of her having
committed adultery/'

It must have been still later that other ideas recorded
' in his notebooks began to group themselves around the
central theme of Hester's punishment. "A man who
does penance in what might appear to lookers-on the
most glorious and triumphal circumstance of his life":
that would be Arthur Dimmesdale preaching the
Election Sermon. "A story -of the effects of revenge, in
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